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Abstract

A Study on the Performance History of ‘Mingeuk’
as a theater company exclusive to the National
Theater of Korea in the 1950s

Kim Namseok

‘Mingeuk’ was the official exclusive theater company of the National Theater

of Korea in the 1950s. With the launch of the National Theater of Korea in
1950, discussions on the theater company that would lead performances at

the National Theater of Korea were conducted in various ways. Due to the
Korean War, the National Theater of Korea was closed and reopened in the area.
Through this process, the need for an exclusive theater company for the National
Theater of Korea was increased, and Mingeuk was launched as an exclusive
theater company in Daegu in 1954. Mingeuk, which should have been in

charge of performances at the National Theater of Korea along with Singeuk —
already designated as an exclusive theater company — performed poorly, and the
National Theater of Korea’s relevant performance history remained insignificant.
As a result, an in-depth approach to Mingeuk has been lacking thus far, and its
substance and the details of its activities have also remained somewhat vague.
The purpose of this study was to restore the performance history of Mingeuk
and to reveal the characteristics of its performance. Through this, it was noted
that the members and performance methods of Mingeuk are closely related to
film production which will be a topic focus in the study.

Key Words
National Theater of Korea, Mingeuk, Money, Gone With The Wind, Daesuyang
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Abstract

A Study on the Changes in the System and

Formal Transformation of Public Theater

-70 years since establishment, 20 years of implementing responsible
management institutions, focusing on the National Theater of Korea-

Kim Jingak

The National Theater of Korea aims to improve efficiency and fiscal economics
by operating under the framework of a cultural responsible management
institution. As a public theater, the identity of the National Theater lies in
the value of enhancing publicness and artistry, as well as in the profitable
performance of such responsible management institutions. This study focused
on the role and performance of the National Theater, which was established 70
years ago and has implemented responsible management institutions for more
than 20 years, as a responsible management institution following changes in
its system. In doing so, this study focused on methods to enhance publicness
and artistry. While primarily discussing the National Theater’s securing of its
identity, which lies in realizing the value of publicness, along with discussing
financial soundness, this study also sought to uncover ways to establish the
National Theater’s status as a public production theater representing the nation.
Given that the value of the National Theater’s existence starts with the
presentation of artistic works while improving publicness, the performance-
oriented cultural responsible management system has limitations in satisfying
this vision. The autonomy and discretion of the theater director, the chief
executive of the National Theater, cannot be said to be secured enough to satisfy
the purpose of the responsible management agency. Therefore, it is necessary
to discuss in-depth changes made to other systems, such as the incorporation
of foundations under the surface, along with the review of “de-responsible”
management agencies. The re-establishment of the relationship between the
theater director and the art director of the exclusive organization, which is
difficult to define as a horizontal relationship, should also be considered a major
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issue in relation to the role of a public production theater. The National Theater,
which needs to prepare for the new decade, urgently needs to come up with
measures to establish its status by improving the fundamental problems of the
current system.

Key Words
Cultural Responsibility Management Institutions,
Institutional Changes, Public Theater, Public Value, Financial Soundness
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The Performing Arts Museum of the National Theater of Korea is secking manuscript
submissions for its publication, “Journal of Research on Performing Arts and Culture.”
“Journal of Research on Performing Arts and Culture” is a specialized academic arena
bolstering the interdisciplinary research of performing arts studies and museum studies with a
focus on the performing arts. Aimed at covering in-depth research, it introduces and discusses
convergence research results. We hope to receive many submissions from researchers of
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Submission Areas

All areas in the performing arts

Qualifications
Researchers of performing arts studies or museum studies with a focus on the performing arts
% Disquisitions and graduate theses that have already been published in Korea or abroad are
ineligible for submission

Thesis Length
Length: Approximately 120 pages on 200-character Korean manuscript paper
% For more information on thesis preparation and format, please refer to the website of the
Performing Arts Museum of the National Theater of Korea where you can reference the
“Journal of Research on Performing Arts and Culture” publication principles, ethical research
principles, submission guide, and thesis format
Published theses: Predetermined manuscript fee to be provided

Submission Items
Thesis (including Korean/English abstract), 1
Thesis Submission Application, 1
Certificate of Compliance with Ethical Research Principles, 1

Contact
Email: aydl124@korea.kr
Post: 59, Jangchungdan-ro, Jung-gu, Seoul (Postal code: 04621)
To the representative for the “Journal of Research on Performing Arts and Culture” of the
Performing Arts Museum of the National Theater of Korea

Inquiries
Representative for the academic journal of the Performing Arts Museum of the National
Theater of Korea, 02-2280-5827
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