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THE ORIGINAL PLAYS AND
THE PLAYWRIGHTS OF NATIONAL THEATER
COMPANY OF KOREA IN THE 1960'S
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1. E2[EfL]| 7] SapAbE &
(https://www.britannica.com/

art/repertory-theatre).

As National Theater of Korea launched the National Repertory Season in
2012, numerous sold-out performances led to meaningful achievements.
When the season system was to be introduced to the management of Kore-
an Theaters for the first time, it raised concerns. However, it immediately
caused an enormous sensation. It has been almost 10 years since National
Theater of Korea initiated it, and resident companies have continuously
presented more outstanding performances each year. Such accomplish-
ments inspired Sejong Center for the Performing Arts, Gyeonggi Arts Cen-
ter and more to adopt the season system.

National Theater of Korea is a bona fide repertory theater now. A
repertory theater is “system of play production in which a resident acting
company keeps a repertory of plays that are always ready for perfor-
mance”, and it is made possible since resident companies such as National
Changgeuk Company of Korea, National Dance Company of Korea, and the
National Orchestra of Korea are capable of presenting new original pro-
ductions and their own repertoire.

Since its founding in the 50’s, National Theater of Korea has aimed to
be arepertory theater. It continued into the 60’s which is the period main-
ly discussed in this series. It is evident that National Theater Company
of Korea and Korea National Opera in the 60’s made relentless efforts to
introduce productions that were unique to Korea and turn them into their
own repertoire. National Theater Company of Korea tried to develop more
original plays by controlling the number of original plays and translated
plays performed each year. Therefore, playwriting competitions were
held to discover and support new playwrights. National Opera also chose
Prince Hodong by Chang Ihl-Nam as its inaugural production. These cases
clearly show how the performing scene longed for original works and de-
voted itself to them.

The purpose of this research series is to introduce materials on the
original productions or world premieres of National Theater Company of
Korea, which was restructured in 1962, and Korea National Opera, which
opened in the 1960’s, as well as the related materials collected by Museum
of Performing Arts. 78 pieces from 15 productions of National Theater
Company of Korea, and 39 pieces from 11 productions of Korea National
Opera, the total of 117 pieces from 26 productions. 60 pieces out of the
aforementioned were finally included in this article in pictures. It consists
of set designs, pictures, playbills, scripts, scores, posters and newspaper
clippings regarding National Theater of Korea and other national perform-
ing arts organizations.
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1. encyclopedia Britannica,
sv. “repertory theater,” last
modified Nov. 5, 2008,
https://www.britannica.com/
art/repertory-theatre.
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These holdings are valuable since they would help lay the foundation
for the researches regarding the history of performing arts. For example,
by showing the problems concerning the quantity and quality of infra-
structure such as spatial constraints of performance venues and staff
shortages in the 60’s, they prove how these conditions hindered the de-
velopment of performing arts then. Newspaper articles, advertisements,
and notices were included because they would help infer how theatrical
events were publicly received. Various circumstances would come into
play in order for cast or venue changes to occur before opening, and such
details were never stated in the resources directly related to the creation
or production of performances, but they can be found in newspaper arti-
cles. Therefore, the newspaper clippings come in handy for verifying the
resources and compensating for foresaid problems.

It is highly regrettable that the audiovisual resources from the 60’s
are scarce. Performing arts, by its very nature, should be filmed or record-
ed but considering the circumstances at that time, it was rare to leave
audiovisual records of performances. That is probably why there are more
production records such as set designs, scripts, pictures available than vid-
eo and audio records. Even though some performances were recorded, it
is quite possible that the footage and tapes were recorded over or recycled
by other productions due to high costs.

The resources of past performances can not only trigger new creative
ideas but also be used as references when past repertoires are revived on
stage. Hence, they contribute to the development of performing arts and
this series came about for the reason. It is comprised of 7 studies. They are
all on the 1960’s and the 3 of them are on National Theater Company of
Korea, another 3 are on Korea National Opera, and finally the last one is on
the history set designs and theaters.

The three studies on National Theater Company of Korea are as
follows: Kim Namseok discussed the trend in Korean plays and scripts of
the early and late 1960’s. Kim Ock-ran delved into the styles of the Korean
theater by categorizing 7 original works of National Theater Company of
Korea into realistic, epic, and period theaters. Baek Hyun Mi explored the
changes in playwriting competitions and the supports for the winners
based on newspaper articles.

The three studies on Korea National Opera are as follows: Uh Hye Eun
examined how the launch of Korea National Opera influenced the history
of opera in Korea and its significance. Hyun Joo Kim analyzed reviews on
the original productions by Korea National Opera using more than 90
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newspaper articles. YoungHan Hur poignantly discussed Korea National
Opera’s inaugural production, Prince Hodong,.

Lastly, Park Dongwoo looked into how the conditions of the
theaters that National Theater of Korea used and the roles of set designers
were related to the production environment at that time and influenced
the history of Korean set design.

Insomuch as it is the first research series done with the collec-
tions of Museum of Performing Arts of National Theater of Korea on a
particular period and subjects, lots of efforts went into including as many
resources as possible.

Hopefully, this series sparks interests in performing arts resources
and encourages anyone working in theater, such as creators, producers,
researchers, and critics to take more advantage of it.
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